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Cubs fans erect shrine to futility 

'THANKS FOR NOTHING' | Artifacts left at Waveland and Sheffield lament end of a promising season 

October 6, 2008 

BY MAUREEN O'DONNELL Staff Reporter 

Wrigleyville was a vast open-air wake Sunday with a sad little shrine.

Grieving fans left candles, flowers, cans of Old Style, and some nasty notes to the Cubbies at a makeshift memorial to the 2008 season outside Wrigley Field.

One letter, short and to the point, stood out.  "Dear Cubs," it began. "Thanks for nothing."
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Among the torn-up Cubs posters and T-shirts, another note read: "Dear Cubs 2008, It really hurts knowing I'll never see you again. We had some great times."

The shrine, at Waveland and Sheffield, was started by Murphy's Bleachers workers upset at the Cubs getting drummed out of the playoffs. It grew as passersby added messages and trinkets.

"It was like a death," said bartender John Long. "The 2008 season died."

"It's devastating," said owner James Murphy.

"It's wrong," said Murphy's manager Kate Szczudlo.

A man in a Red Sox cap walked past the shrine and made a sound that sounded suspiciously like a chortle.

"It fits," said Landon Bettencourt, 23, a waiter at Tuscany Restaurant.

Fans trudged outside Wrigley Field as if it were a locked church. Some looked up at the statues of Ernie Banks and Harry Caray as if they had the answers. 

"I'm just kind of dumbfounded right now," said Mary Naset, 18. The DePaul University student said she felt drawn to Wrigley Field. "It's almost like a wake."

"We came all the way from Iowa to watch them lose," said Cathy Svoboda, 45, of Cedar Rapids. 

"It feels like someone died," said Don Dare, 32, of Shreveport, La. who looked at discounted Cubs shirts at Sports World, 3555 N. Clark. "I'm just trying to get over the fact baseball's over now."
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